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RESPONSE UNDER 37 C.F.R 1.111 



Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

This is in response to the Office Action mailed from the PTO on May 1, 2006. Applicant 
hereby requests reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejections set forth in the Action. As 
support for this request, applicant also hereby requests that the Examiner consider and enter into 
the record the following arguments. 

In the Action under reply, claims 1-31 were examined. Applicant acknowledges with 
appreciation the Examiner's withdrawal of the rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) set forth in the 
previous Office Action. Claims 1-31 now stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as unpatentable 
over Araki et al (USPN 6,908,724, hereinafter "Araki"). Applicant traverses this rejection. 

In the first place, Araki is not available as prior art under 35 U.S.C. §102, and therefore 
may not be relied upon to base a rejection under 35 U.S.C § 103(a). Araki is a continuation-in- 
part of the PCT application PCT/JP0 1/02897, which has a filing date of April 3, 2001. However, 
PCT/JP0 1/02897 was published in Japanese; consequently, according to MPEP §706.02(f)(l), 
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